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Week Ending Friday, September 12, 1997

Remarks on the Death of Mother
Teresa and an Exchange With
Reporters in Martha’s Vineyard,
Massachusetts

September 5, 1997

The President. With the passing of Moth-
er Teresa of Calcutta, the world has lost one
of the giants of our time. She served the poor,
the suffering, and the dying, and in so doing,
she served as an inspiration and a challenge
to all the rest of us. With the power of her
humble and unconquerable faith, she
touched the lives of millions of people in
India, here in the United States, and
throughout the world.

Like anyone who ever met her, | was pro-
foundly moved by her conviction and her
courage. Hillary had the privilege of working
with Mother Teresa and her community to
open a home for abandoned babies in Wash-
ington, and later she and Chelsea had the
opportunity to see her and her community
work firsthand in India.

The home for the dying she opened in Cal-
cutta almost 50 years ago is called Nirmal
Hriday, pure heart. If ever there was a pure
heart, it was hers. Mother Teresa is gone,
but the Gospel teaches us that faith, hope,
and love endure. She had them in abun-
dance, and they will stay with us forever.

Deaths of Princess Diana and Mother
Teresa

Q. Mr. President, this has been quite a
week for the loss of meaningful women. Any
comment—([inaudible]—

The President. Well, you know Hillary is
going to leave in just a—well, a couple of
hours now, maybe even shorter, to fly to Lon-
don to the funeral of Princess Diana. And
I think the world has been profoundly moved
by that. And obviously, hundreds of millions
of people around the world looked up to
Mother Teresa and admired her. | think it

will be a time of great reflection, and | hope
a time of rededication.

I think all of us were deeply moved by
the pictures today from London of Princess
Diana’s sons and Prince Charles and the
Royal Family greeting the mourners and be-
ginning the sort of public healing process,
along with the private one. And I think to-
morrow will be a sad but a very important
and positive day.

Q. Do you think there might be a chance
the First Lady might go to Mother Teresa’s
funeral?

The President. | don’t know. I just heard.

NoTe: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. at the
press pool holding area. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 6, 1997

Good morning. I'm speaking to you this
morning from the Edgartown Elementary
School in Martha’s Vineyard on the last day
of a very special 3-week family vacation. This
has been an especially important time for
Hillary, Chelsea, and me, because it’s the last
vacation we’ll have before Chelsea goes off
to college in a few weeks. We've enjoyed
both the natural splendor of this wonderful
place and the natural warmth that the people
of this community, some of whom are with
us here today, have shown to all of us during
our visit.

Today the world mourns the loss of two
remarkable women. Their lives were very dif-
ferent but ultimately bound together by a
common concern for and commitment to the
dignity and worth of every human being, es-
pecially those too often overlooked, the des-
perately poor, the abandoned, the sick, and
the dying.

With the passing of Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta yesterday, the world has lost one of this
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century’s greatest humanitarians. Her world-
wide ministry to the poor, the suffering, and
the dying has served as an inspiration to all
of us. With the enormous power of her hum-
ble faith and her lifetime of living it, she
touched the lives of millions of people, not
only in India but in our country and all
around the world. Hillary and Chelsea will
never forget visiting her mission in Calcutta,
and we will always treasure the time we spent
with her and be especially grateful for the
home for abandoned babies she and her
order opened in Washington, and the chance
Hillary had to help in getting it established.

Anyone who ever met Mother Teresa
could see that within her very small frame,
she carried a very big heart, big enough to
follow God’s will to show compassion and
love for all our children, especially the sick
and the forgotten. Mother Teresa once said,
“The test at the end of life is not what you
do; it is how much of yourself, how much
love you put into what you do.” Well, Mother
Teresa put all of herself, all of her love, into
serving mankind, and the world is a much
better and nobler place because of how she
lived.

The First Lady today is representing our
Nation at the funeral of another woman of
compassion, England’s Princess Diana,
whose tragic death a few days ago shocked
and saddened millions around the world. The
enormous outpouring of grief and support in
the wake of Diana’s death demonstrates that
people saw in her more than her radiant
beauty but, instead, a different kind of roy-
alty. She became, as Elton John said at her
funeral, England’s rose, because she shared
the life struggles of ordinary people, she
cared about them. She was not too self-ab-
sorbed to lend her hand and her heart to
people in pain or in peril, especially people
with AIDS and the innocent victims of land-
mines.

Hillary and I liked her very much. She was
a young woman of great gifts coming into
her own, determined to raise her children
to be well-grounded, strong young men, not
isolated by their royal lineage, and deter-
mined to make a contribution to the people
of Great Britain and the world. On her trips
to Washington, Hillary talked with her about
the challenges of parenting and Diana’s civic
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commitments, her campaigns on behalf of
children, for people with AIDS, and to ban
landmines.

To our friends in Great Britain, | wish to
express a special message of sympathy. Our
two peoples who experienced so much to-
gether are experiencing this sad event to-
gether. Diana was not ours, but we grieve
alongside you.

Mother Teresa and Princess Diana, two
women of vastly different backgrounds and
worlds, are gone. But each of them in her
own way has shown us what it is to live a
life of meaning through concern for others.
That is the great legacy they leave us. Let
us honor it. For whether we live to a ripe
old age or must leave this life too soon, our
time on Earth is short, and we live on only
through the gifts we give to others who share
the journey with us.

Thanks for listening.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
Edgartown Elementary School in Martha's Vine-
yard, MA.

Remarks at Four Seasons
Elementary School in Gambrills,
Maryland

September 8, 1997

The President. Thank you very much.
Jonathan, this is an important, good book for
me to be reading. I've been reading a biog-
raphy—right now, this morning, | was read-
ing before |1 came to work—of President
Grant, who was the commanding general of
the Union forces in the Civil War. And |
haven’t gotten to the part about the Monitor
and the Merrimack yet, so | thank you. So
I can read this as long as | have it back by
the 27th, huh? [Laughter]

Secretary Riley, Principal Leone, Gov-
ernor Glendening and Lieutenant Governor
Townsend, Senator Sarbanes. I'd like to say
a special word of appreciation to my good
friend Congressman Steny Hoyer; 1 know
I’'m in his district. And his late wife was a
committed teacher of young children, and he
wanted me to come here to his congressional
district to make this announcement. And
looking at you, I'm certainly glad I did. And
I thank you for making me feel so welcome.
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Secretary Riley asked how many people
had read one book. | want to start by con-
gratulating the star readers who are sharing
the stage with me today. It is true that | have
been an avid reader of books since | was your
age, and it is also true what Secretary Riley
said, that if you work hard and learn a lot,
you have a good chance to live out your
dreams, and you might grow up to be Presi-
dent. Once | was just sitting in an elementary
school not very different from this, just like
you.

I'm glad to be here today, especially be-
cause this is International Literacy Day, a day
when people all over the world say we ought
to be committed to making sure everyone
can read. And one of the most important
things we are doing, which your principal
mentioned, is to support a program called
America Reads. We're trying to get up to one
million people all around the country to help
parents and teachers make sure every single
third grader in America can read independ-
ently by the end of that third grade. And |
think that’s a very good thing to do. It's obvi-
ous that all of you are doing that now.

Secretary Riley asked how many of you
have read one book—anybody read five
books, at least, this summer? Anybody read
at least 10 books this summer? How about
15—any 15 books? How about 20? [Laugh-
ter] How about 25? Don't feel bad, | haven't
read 25 books, either. [Laughter] You're out
past me. How about anybody read more than
30 books this summer? Wow! Anybody read
more than 40 books this summer? [Laughter]
Anybody read 50 books this summer? Now,
that's amazing. [Laughter] You need to tell
me how you manage your time. I'd like to
have some help on that. That's great. Well,
give yourselves a hand—Ilet’s give everybody
a hand for their reading. That’s great. [Ap-
plause]

I came here today to talk about the impor-
tance of reading and learning, not only for
you but for all the children in our country.
How many of you know how to at least do
a little work with a computer? Now, if | asked
that in the White House, there wouldn't be
that many hands go up. [Laughter] And you
know that you’re living in a time when the
computer can do more and more and more
things, right? And you probably know that
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someday before long, we probably will see
telephones, televisions, and computers all
combined into one thing. And you’ll probably
be able to carry it from room to room and
hang it on the wall and get on the computer
and talk to people all across the world, do
research in libraries all across the world.

And this big explosion in what computers
can do is changing the way people work and
live and learn. And a lot of you will be doing
jobs that are different from the jobs your par-
ents are doing. A lot of you will wind up
doing jobs that nobody has even thought up
yet. They don’t even exist yet. But what that
means is, is that those of us who are your
parents—and your grandparents’ genera-
tion—we have a big obligation to make sure
every single one of you can read well and
can learn and can keep on learning for a life-
time because of the exciting world you're
going to be living in.

If you have a good education, and espe-
cially if you can read, young people your age
will be able to do more different things that
they're interested in doing than any group
of people who have ever lived in the history
of human beings on the Earth. It will be a
very exciting time.

You might be interested to know that this
year there are more than 52 million young
Americans in school—more than 52 mil-
lion—the largest number of children ever in
school in the history of America. And it’s very
important that we do what we can to help
them.

Now, what that means for all of us who
are in the Federal Government, like Sec-
retary Riley and me and Senator Sarbanes
and Congressman Hoyer, or people at the
State level, Governor Glendening, the Lieu-
tenant Governor, the other State officials
who are here, or your local superintend-
ents—that all means different things. Some-
times it means just giving the schools more
money. For example, we have doubled the
funding to try to provide the opportunity for
every school in America to hook up every
classroom in America to the Internet by the
year 2000. | understand that you're all going
to be hooked up, all your classrooms, by the
end of this year, and that’s very good. But
we want every single student in America to
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be in a classroom connected to the Internet
by the year 2000.

We also have to do more than just spend
more money. The other thing we're trying
to do is to make sure that all of our children
are learning more, starting with reading. |
told you a minute ago that we have this
America Reads program where we’re giving
young people, for example, who get scholar-
ship money or work-study money in col-
lege—we’re asking them to come out and
work with people your age and read books
with them and make sure everybody can
learn to read.

And you probably know that we have more
and more American students now who come
from other countries, who are immigrants,
or whose parents came from other countries.
Right across the Potomac River in Virginia,
from Washington, DC, there’s a school dis-
trict that has children from over 100 different
racial and ethnic groups. They speak a lot
of different languages. Many of them weren't
taught to speak English. But they all must
learn to read, and read well, and that’s a huge
challenge for our country.

Earlier this year, | told the Congress and
the American people that if we didn’t do any-
thing else, we ought to make sure that no
child got out of elementary school without
strong reading skills and that all of our chil-
dren acquired strong mathematics skills, be-
cause those are the foundations on which all
other learning occurs. And to me, that means
that we have to have national standards for
reading, and we ought to measure those
standards.

I want to—in 1999, | want to make sure
we give a reading test to every fourth grader
in America so we’ll know if the children need
help measuring up to national standards;
we'll know if a class needs help; we’ll know
if a school needs help. Because you know
as well as | do that I couldn’t go to every
grade school in America and ask how many
read a book this summer and have everybody
raise their hand. I couldn’t go to every grade
school in America and ask how many have
read 5 books and have almost everybody raise
their hand, and how many people have read
10 books and have a great majority of the
children raise their hands. I couldn’t do that.
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But every child in America—every single
child in America—needs to be able to read
well and needs to be able to read independ-
ently by at least the end of the third grade,
so that all this other learning can occur.
That's what this whole national standards de-
bate is about. We want everyone—students,
teachers, principals, schools, school boards—
to be held accountable and also to get the
help and support they need if young people
need more help in learning to read.

In Maryland here, where clear academic
standards have been established and tests
have been established to measure achieve-
ments, Four Seasons Elementary has posted
impressive gains in reading scores. Just last
week, Secretary Riley went to Philadelphia,
where achievements have risen among all
students at all grade levels because they set
high standards and then they all were willing,
all the students, to take a test to see whether
they had met the standards. It wasn't a test
to scare people. It was a test to help people
to find out what they knew and whether they
needed to learn more.

This should be something that has nothing
to do with party politics. | think every Amer-
ican, Republicans, Democrats, independents,
should favor high standards. | think people
from all backgrounds should want all of our
children to learn at a high level. And believe
it or not, even though there are a lot of good
things going on in America, and even though
English and reading is the same in Maryland
as it is in Montana, and mathematics is the
same in California as it is in Maine, there
is still no national standard to say whether
every child has learned to read well enough.
So that's what we’'re trying to do.

We are trying to establish a fourth-grade
standard of reading and an eighth-grade
standard of math by 1999 that will tell us
all whether our children are learning what
they need to know and, most important, will
give you the assurance you need that your
future is going to be bright if you work hard
and learn what you need to know.

I want to thank Governor Glendening. He
was the first Governor in the country to sup-
port the movement toward national edu-
cation standards. And | thank Maryland’s
commissioner of education and all the others



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Sept. 8

who have supported this effort here in Mary-
land.

I also want to say this—I said this before—
there are a lot of children in America whose
parents weren't born here, a lot of children
in America who themselves weren’t born
here, but there is no child in America who
can’t meet these standards. | believe all chil-
dren can learn, don't you? Don’t you believe
all your classmates can learn?

Students. Yes!

The President. Don't you believe, if you
get the help you need and if you work at
it, you can learn what you need to know to
make a success of your life?

Students. Yes!

The President. And don’t you think you
have a right to get the kind of education that
will let you go as far as your dreams want?

Students. Yes!

The President. | do, too. And that’s what
this is about.

So | want to make sure all of our children
are treated fairly. | want to make sure that
all of them have the tools they need to
achieve what they need to achieve. But |
have found what I see here: When you expect
high achievement from students, they always
give it to you. And when you have low expec-
tations of people, that’s a mistake.

So | believe in you, and | believe in your
future. These tests that we propose to give
are voluntary. No school or school district
will be forced to use them if they don’t want
to. But they will give us a sense of a national
level of achievement in reading for fourth
graders, in math for eighth graders. They'll
be developed by an independent, bipartisan
board. There’s no politics in this, only our
children.

But let me say this in closing, I'm not
afraid of what America’s children can do. |
believe in what America’s children can do.
I’'m not disturbed by the fact that we're be-
coming a more diverse country. I'm excited
by it. After all, we're going to be living in
a global society where we’ll be tied to other
nations by economic and cultural ties. And
the fact that America is a great democracy
that has people from everyplace else living
here, as citizens, making their own way, is
a good thing.
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I imagine this student body here looks a
little different than it would have if we'd had
this picture taken 10 years ago. That’s a good
thing. We should be happy about our dif-
ferences. But no matter how different we
are, we all need to be able to read; we all
need to be able to do math; we all need to
be able to learn together. I am determined
to see that you have a good future. But you
have to do your part, which is to learn. And
the only way you can do that is if your parents
and the educators say, “Here is the standard.
Here’s what you should be learning.”

I believe in your future. | have high expec-
tations for you, and | see today that you be-
lieve in your future. Do you believe all chil-
dren can learn to read?

Students. Yes!

The President. Do you think that all chil-
dren should be expected to learn to read
well?

Students. Yes!

The President. Would you like us to find
out, so that if somebody is not reading well,
we can teach them to read well?

Students. Yes!

The President. It would be unfair to leave
somebody behind, wouldn't it?

Students. Yes!

The President. That’s what 1 think, too.
You keep reading, and we’ll keep working.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in the
media center. In his remarks, he referred to Jona-
than Knobel, fifth-grade student who introduced
the President, and Lorna Leone, principal, Four
Seasons Elementary School; and Gov. Parris
Glendening and Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend of Maryland.

Proclamation 7018—America Goes
Back to School, 1997

September 8, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans want the best for our children.
We want them to live out their dreams, em-
powered with the tools they need to make
the most of their lives and to build a future
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where America remains the world’s beacon
of hope and freedom and opportunity. To do
this, we must all make improving the quality
of education in America one of our highest
priorities.

In my State of the Union Address earlier
this year, | issued a call to action for Amer-
ican education to prepare our Nation for the
21st century. Working together, we must
make our schools strong and safe, with clear
standards of achievement and discipline and
talented, dedicated teachers in every class-
room. Every school and every State should
adopt rigorous national standards, with na-
tional tests in 4th-grade reading and 8th-
grade math to make sure our children master
the basics. We must ensure that every stu-
dent can read independently and well by the
end of the 3rd grade. We must connect every
classroom and library to the Internet by the
year 2000 and help all students become tech-
nologically literate. We must modernize
school buildings and expand school choice
and accountability in public education. And
we must encourage lifelong learning for all
our citizens, from expanding Head Start pro-
grams to helping adults improve their edu-
cation and skills.

These goals are ambitious, but they are
crucial if we are to prepare for the challenges
and possibilities of life in the 21st century.
With the 1997 balanced budget agreement,
we will begin to meet these goals by provid-
ing new resources to help children learn to
read, the means to help connect every school
to the Internet, and tens of billions of dollars
in tax cuts to help families pay for college.

I urge all Americans to become actively
involved in their local schools and colleges
and to make a real commitment to support
education improvement and give our chil-
dren the kind of support they need to suc-
ceed. The Partnership for Family Involve-
ment in Education is setting a powerful ex-
ample in this endeavor. These partners—in-
cluding the Department of Education and
more than 3,000 schools, families, colleges
and universities, community, cultural, and re-
ligious groups, businesses, elected officials
and policymakers, and the men and women
of our Armed Forces—have pledged their
support for our initiative, “America Goes
Back to School: Answering the President’s
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Call to Action.” Through their dedication to
our children, they are helping America’s
young people grow into responsible and pro-
ductive citizens. They are proving that when
communities unite, every student can
achieve more.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 8
through September 14, 1997, as a time when
America Goes Back to School. | encourage
parents, schools, community and State lead-
ers, businesses, civic and religious organiza-
tions, and the people of the United States
to observe this week with appropriate cere-
monies and activities expressing support for
high academic standards and meaningful in-
volvement in schools and colleges and the
students and families they serve.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of September, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 10, 1997]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 11.

Remarks at American University
September 9, 1997

Thank you very much. First, thank all of
you for that wonderful welcome. I told Presi-
dent Ladner that after you gave me such a
buoyant welcome, | really didn’t want to
speak. | thought I should quit while I was
ahead. [Laughter]

I appreciate the president’s welcome and
his profound words. | thank Neal Sharma for
his introduction and for his leadership here
among the students. To Chairman Jacobs and
Professor Mintz, Secretary and Mrs. Dalton,
City Councilman Thomas; to all the trustees
and alumni and faculty and staff and students
who are here, and the friends of American
University who are here.
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There are many people in our administra-
tion who graduated from AU or who other-
wise have affiliation with it, including your
former president, Joe Duffey. And one of the
most important is here with me today, former
professor Judy Winston, who is the Executive
Director of my race initiative, about which
I want to talk a little. But I'd like for Judy
to stand, wherever she is. She’s here some-
where. Thank you, Judy. There she is.

At the start of a new school year, this is
a time when students are going back to work,
and when those of us here in Washington
are going back to work after the August re-
cess of Congress. It is a time of genuine hope
and earned optimism for America, and | can
hear it in your spirited voices here today. I
think it’s a good time for me to talk to you
and to our country about what we have to
do in the remaining months of this year to
make the most of this moment in preparing
our country for the 21st century.

It is now, hard for me to believe, almost
6 years since | first announced my candidacy
for President. Then, in late 1991, America
seemed to be moving toward the new century
with uncertain steps. Dramatic changes in
the way we live and work and relate to each
other and the rest of the world threatened
the values by which we live our lives. We
were in danger of becoming a more divided
nation at the very moment when we needed
to be moving forward resolutely together.

On the day I declared my candidacy, I said
that our mission as a people must be to keep
the American dream alive for all who would
work for it; to keep America the world’s
strongest force for peace and freedom and
prosperity; and to bring our own people to-
gether across all the lines that divide us into
one America. America’s oldest and most en-
during values—opportunity for all, respon-
sibility from all, a community of all—these
things had to remain strong and vibrant in
a new and different time, which required a
new course of action.

Our Nation has remained young and
strong now for over 220 years by always
meeting new challenges in ways that renew
our oldest values. That is the wellspring of
our greatness. Our Nation was not founded
on religion or race or geography but on a
set of incandescent ideals, which have been

1297

reiterated and reaffirmed and reembraced at
every critical moment in our history: Lincoln
at Gettysburg; the Progressives forging a new
freedom for an industrial age; Franklin Roo-
sevelt rescuing America from the abyss in the
name of our oldest ideals; Dr. King challeng-
ing America to live out the true meaning of
our creed. At every single moment of chal-
lenge and change, we Americans have found
a way to keep these old ideals, not musty
words scratched on parchment but instead
living guideposts for a new era.

For 4% years now, Americans have
worked to make this a time of change for
our generation. We set a bold new economic
course, reducing the deficit by over 80 per-
cent even before the recent balanced budget
agreement, expanding exports through over
200 trade agreements, and investing in our
people and their future. We set about estab-
lishing America’s credibility in the post-cold-
war world, forging new alliances and standing
up for our values from Bosnia to Haiti. And
we addressed a generation’s accumulation of
profound social problems, bringing work and
responsibility and community action to bear
on the challenges of crime and welfare and
poverty. And we began to build a new Gov-
ernment, not intent on doing everything but
not content to do nothing; instead, a progres-
sive Government committed to giving people
the tools they need to make the most of their
own lives.

Today we see the results: Unemployment
remains below 5 percent; nearly 13 million
new jobs since 1993; inflation remaining low
and stable; investment growth and consumer
confidence at their highest levels in a genera-
tion; after decades when they remained flat,
finally, family incomes beginning to rise
again; violent crime has dropped dramatically
for years now; we have seen the largest drop
in welfare rolls in history; and many of our
poorest urban and rural communities are in
a springtime of renewal.

In late July, America reached a new mile-
stone when 1 signed into law the first bal-
anced budget in a generation. This was about
more than numbers on a ledger. It embodies
the single largest increase in aid to education
since 1965. It includes the biggest increase
in aid to help people go on to college and
to community colleges and to graduate
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schools. The biggest increase since the Gl
bill was passed 50 years ago, and it will lit-
erally open the doors to college education
to every person who is willing to work for
it. It includes the largest single investment
in health care since the passage of Medicaid
in 1965, largely designed to insure up to 5
million children who don’t have health insur-
ance today. It restores just benefits for legal
immigrants, and billions of dollars are pro-
vided to help move people even more from
welfare to work.

Now, after years in which the deficit domi-
nated our politics and dampened our econ-
omy, America finally has lifted that burden
from the next generation. After years in
which the two parties seemed often as tired
and trapped as punchdrunk fighters in a ring
getting smaller and smaller, finally we found
a way for Democrats and Republicans to
work together for the national interest. And
in so doing, we've proved to ourselves that
America can still work.

We are steering the vast changes underway
today in technology, trade, and our social
makeup—the very changes that once pro-
duced so much doubt and unease—in ways
that will ensure that they will become power-
ful forces for good. In all this I want to em-
phasize that we are not merely riding the
crest of the latest rise in the economic cycle.
Our economic plan with the balanced budget
at its center is the platform on which we are
building America’s future. Americans of this
generation are forging and leading an en-
tirely new economy. A larger proportion of
Americans work in a computer industry today
than worked in the auto industry at the
height of the 1950’s. And in the cutting edge
industries of the future—computers, biotech,
aerospace—America leads the world. But
America also leads the world again, for the
first time since the 1970’s, in automobile pro-
duction and sales.

In this new economy there still will be ups
and downs. There will be recessions and cri-
ses. They'll demand action. But the economy
has fundamentally changed. Once, the
wealth of people came mainly from the gold
in the ground or the abundance of our farm-
land or the power of our factories. Now, you
know as well as anyone it will come from
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the skills of our people and the power of our
imagination.

The news is good today. And in the face
of good news, the easiest thing to do is to
rest, to take a vacation, to believe our work
is done, and to be satisfied that our chal-
lenges are met. But complacency is not an
option and vacations have to remain short
in a time still full of challenge and change.
There is, in fact, a lot more to do to renew
our values, to strengthen our Nation, to deal
with problems still unresolved, if we are real-
ly going to give you the 21st century you de-
serve. Now we have to take the steps that
are clearly before us. And the time to start
is now, this fall, with a series of concrete ac-
tions we can take to cap a year of real
progress for America.

First and foremost, we must press on to
make opportunity available for all of our peo-
ple. Equal opportunity is our central value,
but the very meaning of that has fundamen-
tally changed. For example, in the 19th cen-
tury, opportunity meant access to a land
grant. In the 21st century, it will mean access
to a Pell grant, to a community college, to
a trade school, to a university. And more edu-
cation is important. We have made enormous
progress. As | said, this budget contains the
biggest increase in funds to help give people
access to higher education in 50 years, not
only the largest Pell grant in our history but
in the last two budgets, 300,000 more work-
study positions, new opportunities for savings
in IRA’s for college education, and tax credits
which will literally make it possible for every-
body in the country who doesn’t have any
access to college to get 2 years of college,
and will help people to pay for 4 years and
for graduate school. Nothing like this has
ever been done before, and it will revolution-
ize opportunity when it comes to getting a
college education.

But | want to explain something that’s very
important about why we’re focusing on the
next 3 months. The balanced budget agree-
ment contains a 5-year plan for balancing the
budget and contains the tax cuts. It has a
spending plan in it. But the spending plan
still has to be implemented every single year.
And that is what Congress will do in the next
3 months in passing appropriations. So they
have to authorize the money for the Pell
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grants. They must authorize the money for
the work-study slots. They must authorize a
doubling of funds for computers in every
classroom so that we can meet our goal of
hooking every classroom and library up to
the Internet by the year 2000. It must author-
ize the America Reads initiative, which will
help us to mobilize some of those community
service folks you were talking about, work-
study students all across the country, thou-
sands of AmeriCorps students going into our
schools, working with teachers and parents
to make sure every single third grader in this
country can read independently. We have to
do that.

We also must get through the appropria-
tions process with our commitment to na-
tional education standards intact. We know,
for example, that America has the finest sys-
tem of higher education in the world, and
people come from all over the world to be
a part of it. And I'm very proud of that. We
also know, however, that we do not do as
well as we should in our K through 12 edu-
cation for all of our children. Of course, it's
harder in America than a lot of other places;
we have more diversity. We have more racial
diversity; we have more linguistic diversity;
we have more cultural diversity; we have
more income diversity than we would like.
The other diversity is all to the good, | think.

But we are making progress. For the first
time this year on the international math and
science scores, our Nation ranked well above
the national average in math and science
scores—well above the world average in
math and science scores—for fourth graders.
But we still ranked below the world average
in scores for eighth graders, as our children
meet adolescence and all the difficulties that
many of them face come to bear. We have
to do better.

We are the only major nation in the world
that does not have high, clear, uniform aca-
demic standards of excellence in basic
courses in public education. We don’t have
them. It is a legacy of our State constitutional
responsibility for education, K through 12,
and local control of the schools. But uniform
standards—mathematics are the same in
Maine and Montana, and children have to
learn to read whether they live in Washing-
ton or the southern tip of Florida.
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We are now on the brink of being able
to have a nonpartisan board set up by Con-
gress for this purpose, to approve the devel-
opment of examinations of fourth graders in
reading and eighth graders in math. There
are some who don’t think we should do it.
They say it's a Federal power grab. It isn't.
The tests are voluntary. No State, no school
district has to participate. The Government
is not developing the tests. We're simply pay-
ing for it.

But | hope that all of you who got here
to this university will look at all—there are
52.2 million children enrolled in kinder-
garten through 12th grade in America now,
the biggest number of children ever, from
the most diverse backgrounds ever. We are
robbing them of the future you are here to
claim if we let them get out of school without
the basic skills they need to succeed in the
university. And | hope you will support our
efforts at national standards.

Now, your student body president made
a wry remark about Social Security—[laugh-
ter]—and I know a lot of you don’t think it's
going to be there, but it is. It is going to
be there. Clearly, one of our most serious
responsibilities is to make sure that Social Se-
curity and Medicare are there for the next
generation of Americans. It is wrong to let
people pay into the fund for a benefit they
will never receive. That is wrong.

We will begin in the next 3 months to build
on this budget agreement in dealing with
Medicare. This budget agreement extends
the life of the Medicare Trust Fund by a dec-
ade. In fact, the structural changes that we
have built in may even save enough money
to carry it far beyond that. But we will also
appoint, the leaders of Congress and I, mem-
bers of a bipartisan commission to study
Medicare and make recommendations for
how it can be preserved for the next genera-
tion of Americans well into the 21st century.

We have shown that we can put our fiscal
house in order while improving services for
our elderly. Now we have to secure the fu-
ture of this program. And then, we’ll be be-
yond that to deal with Social Security as well.
We can do this. If we can balance the budget,
we can plainly do this. These are problems
that revolve around demographic changes in
our society, and we owe it to you not to have
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to face this burden. I am confident that we
will fulfill our responsibilities.

The next thing we have to do is to continue
our efforts to expand trade to the rest of the
world. The United States is now the world’s
number one exporter again. But we must
continue to do this. We must continue to do
it not only because it is right for us, because
it is right for the world. Let me just give
you a couple of interesting statistics. We have
less than 5 percent of the world’s people in
this country; we have about 20 percent of
the world’s wealth. We cannot maintain our
wealth unless we sell what we have to the
other 95 percent of the people in the rest
of the world.

Second, the growing economies of the
emerging countries, principally in Asia and
Latin America but also increasingly in Africa,
are going to grow much more rapidly in the
next 10 years than the advanced economies
of America, Canada, and Europe. If we par-
ticipate in that growth, we can move huge
numbers of countries now classified as poor
nations into the ranks of middle-income na-
tions, where millions of children will have
a more decent, more humane, more support-
able future, where democracy will thrive,
where we will have good partners not only
in economic relationships but also in solving
the other problems of the world when you
have to take responsibility for them.

The United States has a clear, clear obliga-
tion to continue to expand the frontiers of
trade. And tomorrow in the East Room at
the White House, | will launch a campaign
to persuade the Congress to renew the tradi-
tional authority Presidents have had for over
20 years now to break down foreign barriers
to America’s goods and services. This is very
important to you and your future.

We do not need to be afraid to trade with
the rest of the world. We are the most pro-
ductive economy in the world. There will al-
ways be changes in this economy. There will
always be new jobs being created and some
going away. But on balance, we have bene-
fited for 60 years by leading the way to inte-
grate the world’s economies. And that will
promote peace. It will promote freedom. It
will promote stability. It will raise the level
of living standards in other parts of the world
even as it maintains America as the world’s
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most prosperous nation. And | hope you will
support that as well.

As we expand opportunity, we must also
continue to demand responsibility from our
citizens. Among other things, we have a com-
mon responsibility to do all we can to
strengthen our families for the 21st century.
This new economy puts extraordinary pres-
sures on parents, demanding more time away
from their children, imposing new demands
for affordable child care, bombarding chil-
dren themselves with commercial images
that make it harder than ever for them to
be raised according to our most basic values.

We are working to pass a juvenile justice
bill to help keep our children out of gangs,
off of drugs, and away from guns. We will
host the first ever White House Conference
on Child Care, to explore ways all sections
of society, including our Government, can
better address perhaps the greatest problem
facing working parents today. And we must
make this historic opportunity real in our ef-
forts to protect our children from the dangers
of tobacco by passing sweeping legislation
that focuses first and foremost on reducing
smoking among young people. More people
die from that than any other problem in our
society today.

Next, we must meet a very large environ-
mental challenge in the next 3 months. We
will work toward a worldwide climate change
treaty this December in Kyoto that protects
the environment even as it promotes global
growth by committing the nations that sign
on to it to specific, clear guidelines in the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions into
the atmosphere. We know—I[applause]—you
can clap for that—that's all right.

Now, there are students here from all over
the world, students from all over the country.
Many of you have witnessed—and your fami-
lies have witnessed—in your own homes, sig-
nificant changes in climatic patterns in the
last decade, and more extreme climatic de-
velopments. It is becoming a part of the com-
mon parlance of America, all over the coun-
try, to talk about the 500-year flood we had
along the Mississippi River. One Member of
Congress, who happened to be a member
of the other party, said to me the other day—
he said, “Mr. President, we’ve had three 100-
year floods in the last 5 years in my home
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State.” He said, “Does that mean | get to
wait 500 years before we have another bad
flood?”

Many of you who are studying this issue
know that a panel of over 2,500 scientists has
concluded that the climate of the Earth is
significantly warming in ways that will have
not entirely predictable but almost certainly
destructive consequences unless we do
something about it.

This is something that will affect people
of all incomes, of all backgrounds, from all
parts of our country, and indeed, the whole
world. We need the young people of Amer-
ica, particularly the university students who
are in a position to study this issue, to make
this a gripping national issue. And we also
need people who have the confidence in our
ability to break new technological and sci-
entific barriers to stand up and say, “You can-
not make me believe that we can’t reduce
greenhouse gas emissions substantially and
still grow the American economy.” We could
reduce them 20 percent tomorrow with tech-
nology that is already available at no cost if
we just change the way we do things.

Now, this will be a very controversial de-
bate. And there will be people who say,
“President Clinton has spent 5 years killing
himself to revitalize the American economy,
and now he’s going to take it down overnight
by committing to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions in America.” That is not true. But
if you let the sea level rise and we flood the
southern coast of Florida and we flood the
southern coast of Louisiana and we otherwise
disrupt what life in the United States is like
over the next 50 years, then your children
will pay the price for our neglect. We can
grow this economy and do right by the envi-
ronment. | think you believe that, and | need
you to help me convince the American peo-
ple that it can be done.

Finally, let me say we have a responsibility
to improve the way our political system
works. The amount of money raised by both
parties is more than doubling now every 4
years. The primary driving thing is the cost
of access to you, the voters. That is what is
driving this, the cost of access through tele-
vision time, through radio time, through
mail, through printed materials. One of the
things we have to do is to guarantee free or
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reduced air time for candidates for offices
so that they won't need so much more
money. And we are seeking that now.

But there is also a very important piece
of legislation sponsored by Republican Sen-
ator John McCain and Democratic Senator
Russ Feingold which will come to the floor
of the Senate later this month. Every year
| have been President | have supported a
good campaign finance reform bill. And
every year | have seen the bills blocked by
a filibuster in the United States Senate—
every single year. Now, the people who don't
want it this year say they’re going to do it
all over again. They may do it, but if they
do it this year, we intend to see that it hap-
pens in the full glare of public light. I ask
for your support for campaign finance reform
this year.

The third thing we have to do is to do
a lot of work in the next 3 months to advance
our interests and our leadership around the
world. We live in a world very different from
the cold-war world, and we still have to do
a lot to shape it. We have an opportunity
to lock in the gains of democracy and stability
and free markets and lay the foundations for
the century in which you will live most of
your lives.

So far this year, we have ratified the
Chemical Weapons Convention, so our sol-
diers and citizens will be safer from the
threat of poison gas. We have worked hard
to build an undivided, democratic, and
peaceful Europe for the first time in history,
inviting Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Re-
public to join NATO. I look forward to work-
ing with the Senate to ratify this historic step
next year, and I'm pleased today that a group
of America’s leading citizens endorsed it.
We're forging new partnerships with Russia,
with Ukraine, with Europe’s other new de-
mocracies, working with all of our friends in
Europe to give the people of Boshia a chance
to share in Europe’s democratic future.

First, we stopped the war and turned kill-
ing fields into playing fields again and bomb
shelters into schools. Now we have to redou-
ble our efforts to build a lasting peace. In
the months to come, we will continue to pur-
sue peace in the Middle East, in Northern
Ireland, continue to fight rogue states and
terrorists, continue to make sure our military
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and diplomacy are the strongest in the world.
But above all, in the remaining months of
this year, we are going to reach out to our
hemisphere and to Asia.

Over the last decade in the Americas,
coups, conflicts, and command economies
have given way to democracies and free mar-
kets. Next month I'm going to Venezuela,
Brazil, and Argentina to work to expand
trade, to fight drugs, to protect the environ-
ment, and to strengthen our partnerships.
The Americas can become a stronghold for
our own peace and security.

By the way, 70 percent of our increased
trade in the last year has come from the
Americas, from our own neighbors in our
hemisphere, and we should stick with them.

Because | want this effort to be truly bipar-
tisan, | reached my hand across the aisle to
choose an Ambassador to one of our most
important allies and neighbors, Mexico,
when | asked the Republican Governor of
Massachusetts, Bill Weld, if he would serve.
| believe, still, that he is the best person to
be Ambassador to Mexico. And | believe—
and | would believe this if there were a Presi-
dent of another party with a nominee with
whom | did not agree—I believe when a
President nominates someone for a job, that
person is entitled to a hearing before the For-
eign Relations Committee, and | think he
ought to get it.

This fall, the President of China will come
to Washington. China is home to a quarter
of the world’s people. In less than two dec-
ades, its economy may be the largest on
Earth. America has a profound interest in
seeing that China is stable, open, at peace
with its neighbors. We want it to embrace
political pluralism and the international rules
of civilized conduct. We want a China that
works with us to build a secure and pros-
perous future. China will choose its own des-
tiny, but if we engage China instead of isolat-
ing ourselves from her, we can help to influ-
ence the path it takes.

President Jiang’s visit is an important op-
portunity, not so much for grand statements
and dramatic gestures as for constructive
work on common challenges like the one we
face on the Korean Peninsula, or protecting
the environment, or stopping the spread of
nuclear weapons, and for expanding the fron-
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tiers of free trade between us. It's also a
chance for us to address, candidly and face
to face, our differences on issues like human
rights and religious freedom.

Sitting down together across the table is
far more likely to produce progress than
pointing fingers across the Pacific. So when
President Jiang comes here, | hope the
American people will welcome him and will
say, “Yes, we have things that we disagree
with you about, but you represent a quarter
of the world’s people, a large measure of the
world’s future, and your people and our peo-
ple will be better off if we find a way to forge
that future together.”

Finally, in the next 3 months, we will be
working for new ways to preserve perhaps
the most fragile value of all, the bonds of
community that bind us together as Ameri-
cans. In this century, we have absorbed wave
after wave of immigrants, drawn here by our
abundance and our ideals. This century has
seen unparalleled racial progress as African-
Americans and other minorities join the
American mainstream. Still, the very forces
of progress that are propelling us forward
could also pull us apart, threatening to isolate
us, each with our own Web page but linked
by few human bonds of community.

The age-old dilemma of racial inequality,
racial prejudice, or just plain old fear and
mistrust of people who are different from us
is compounded by the new task of absorbing
new immigrant groups into what is already
the world’s most diverse democracy. Within
a decade, our largest State, California, will
have no majority race. Within just a few dec-
ades, this entire country will have no majority
race. We can study the demographic patterns
and know what America will look like in the
21st century, but we have to look inside to
imagine what America will be like in the 21st
century. That answer is up to all of us.

I have asked the Nation to join me in a
great national conversation about race, an ef-
fort to redress imbalance, to root out hatred
and prejudice, to deal with real underlying
problems that may have nothing to do with
race but that manifest themselves in racial
inequality and tensions, and above all, to
bring Americans of different backgrounds to-
gether to face one another honestly across
the lines that divide us.
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Your president noted that you have people
from 140 different racial and ethnic groups
here on this university campus. Good for you.
You can be America’s laboratory. You figure
it out and let us know.

This diversity of ours is a godsend. It is
a huge gift in a global economy and a global
society. If we can find a way not only to re-
spect our differences but to actually cele-
brate them and still say what binds us to-
gether is even more important, we will have
solved the conundrum that is paralyzing
Bosnia, that is still leading to people blowing
themselves up to kill innocent children in the
Middle East, that has my people in Ireland
still arguing over what happened 600 years
ago, that has led to vicious tribal warfare in
Africa, leaving hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple hatcheted to death. And yet, look around
this room.

This is a question of imagination, of vision,
of heart. And it is also very important to be
hard-headed about it. Until everybody has
economic opportunity that is real and edu-
cational opportunity that is real and streets
that are safe, there will be racial disparities
in America which will manifest themselves
in things that look like racial discrimination
whether they are or not. We have to deal
with the underlying real causes here as well.

But don't kid yourself—fear of people who
are different is an underlying real cause. How
did people get to be Serbs or Croats or Mus-
lims in Bosnia? How did they belong to the
Orthodox Church, the Catholic Church, or
the Muslim faith in Bosnia? It’s an accident
of history, of geopolitics going back hundreds
and hundreds of years. The people are bio-
logically indistinguishable. But they were
more than happy to abandon decades of
peace and begin within weeks to murder
each other with abandon and shoot each oth-
er’s children not very long ago.

There is something in us all that in our
most defensive periods makes us want to find
somebody else we can look down on—I
mean, no matter how bad it is for me, at
least I'm not her or him. Isn’'t there? And
every one of us at some point in our life has
been guilty of that in some way or another.

You come here in this magnificent univer-
sity environment. You cheer with your great
enthusiasm and hope for the future. You look
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at each other and you're different, and you
like it. That's the way we've got to make daily
life in America. People have to get up in the
morning and feel good about this country
with all of its diversity, because we have to
know what’s good about the differences be-
tween us and celebrate them, and we must
know, too, what it is that binds us together.
What are the requirements of membership
in the American community? What do you
have to believe in and be willing to live by
and be willing to stand up for in order to
be an American? That is what we are going
to do. We have to visualize our future as a
truly multiracial, multiethnic, multireligious
democracy that still runs in a straight line
from here all the way back to George Wash-
ington. I'm convinced we can do it, but I'm
convinced that all of you have to lead the
way.

Now, let me say that a lot of this work
has to be done with Congress. And I'm very
pleased by the relationship that we had work-
ing on the balanced budget. I'll work with
them to do everything we can to implement
the budget, to confirm the judges and the
others who await action. We are in unchart-
ered territory, to some extent, but we know
the times demand action of us, and | am sure
the American people, without regard to their
party, want us to work together in the public
interest.

For all of you who are students here, con-
sider this: It is now 844 days to the year 2000,
to a new century and a new millennium and
a new era of human endeavor. Will it bring
new progress, new prosperity, and new great-
ness for America? It is basically up to us.

Thirty-four years ago, here at American
University, President Kennedy delivered
what many people believe was his greatest
speech. It was an era bristling with super-
power tension, but President Kennedy
looked forward and saw a day when the cold
war was a thing of the past. Because of dec-
ades of work to uphold our values by Ameri-
cans of both parties, we are now living in
the world John Kennedy imagined 34 years
ago at American University.

So | leave you with this thought: It all de-
pends on your imagination. It all depends on
your imagination. Think how many children’s
lives we could save in all these trouble spots
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of the world if all the people with power and
the people that support them just imagined
their future in a different way, just took their
heart and their head together and came up
with a different picture than the one they
see before them every morning when they
get up. It is the most important force in the
world.

President Kennedy imagined the world we
are living in today, 34 years ago in the speech
here at American University. Now it is up
to you and to me and to our fellow Americans
to imagine what the 21st century will be, and
then to do what is necessary to make that
vision a reality for all our people. That is what
I came here to ask for your help in doing—
for your help and for that of every other
American. You've got a lot riding on it, and
I’'m betting that we’re going to get there.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTEe: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. at Bend-
er Arena. In his remarks, he referred to Benjamin
Ladner, president, Neal Sharma, student confed-
eration president, William Jacobs, board of trust-
ees chairman, Mary Mintz, university senate presi-
dent, American University; Secretary of the Navy
John H. Dalton and his wife, Margaret; Harry L.
Thomas, Sr., DC City Council member, Ward 5;
and President Jiang Zemin of China. The Presi-
dent also referred to the “Commencement Ad-
dress at American University in Washington. June
10, 1963,” Public Papers of the Presidents: John
F. Kennedy, 1963 (Washington: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1964), p. 459.

Remarks at a Democratic Business
Council Dinner

September 9, 1997

Thank you very much. First | want to
thank Steve Grossman for his leadership and
his dedication. I had an opportunity to be
with Steve and his wife during my holiday,
and | met his son, who was singing for me
with the Princeton Glee Club. You saw Steve
standing here—his son is 6'5"" and weighs
290 pounds. [Laughter] So I tell you that to
say, do not underestimate this man. [Laugh-
ter] He has hidden power that manifests it-
self in all kinds of interesting ways.

I thank Tom Hendrickson for the work
that he’s done on the Democratic Business
Council. 1 love this group, and I'm very
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proud of the fact that since I've been Presi-
dent we've added hundreds and hundreds
and hundreds of members to this group, peo-
ple we asked to give contributions that are
quite generous but by today’s standards are
still fairly moderate, because we want to get
large numbers of people who want to partici-
pate with us in making the future for the
Democratic Party.

I thank Alan Solomont. And | want to
thank my Budget Director, Frank Raines, for
coming tonight. After he engineered the bal-
anced budget agreement, | thought he would
never do anything else for the rest of his life.
[Laughter] He thought he was entitled to re-
tire, but I said no.

I had a great day today. I hope you did.
| had a great day. I met with some wonderful
people. I was able to see some progress in
a lot of areas where we've been working hard.
But | started the day—or | didn’t start the
day but in the middle of the day, at noon,
I went to American University to give a
speech about what | hoped we would do in
the last 3 months and couple of weeks of
this year. And it’s a fascinating place, Amer-
ican University. They have students from
over 140 different racial and ethnic and na-
tional groups. Ninety percent of the students
are involved in community service. That’s an
astonishing thing.

American University 34 years ago was the
site of President Kennedy's famous speech
on arms control in the cold war. And many
people believe it was the finest speech he
ever gave. What | reminded the students of
today was that in that speech, instead of just
focusing on the problems that existed then
between the United States and the Soviet
Union, John Kennedy actually imagined a
world where there was no more cold war,
there was no more communist threat, our
two nations were no longer enemies. We are
now living in the world that he imagined 34
years ago.

And | made that point to tell them that
they had to imagine the world they wanted
to live in in the 21st century, and that every-
thing | have done for the last 4%z years was
a product of what | had imagined we would
do and should do as a country.

It was almost 6 years ago that | announced
for President at a time when our country was
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in a very different position than it is now,
when we seemed to be drifting into the fu-
ture and be more divided than we ought to
be and somewhat uncertain about what our
role in the world ought to be. It seemed to
me clear that we were going through a time
where people were dramatically changing the
way they work, the way they live, the way
they relate to each other, the way we relate
to the rest of the world, and that what is
always called upon at a time like that is to
take a new course that is consistent with the
oldest values of this country.

And to me, my whole work has always
been about three things: One, creating op-
portunity for everybody responsible enough
to work for it; two, making sure our country
remains the leading force for peace and free-
dom and prosperity in the world; and three,
making sure that out of all of our differences,
which are legion, we still come together as
one America. Opportunity, responsibility,
community: Those are the things that I think
about every day. And I've been thinking
about them every day for 6 years and, indeed,
even longer than that.

Now, we can be proud of where this coun-
try is. The country has got a lot of genuine
hope and a lot of solid achievement. Before
the budget was balanced, thanks to the work
that the Democrats did in 1993, we had re-
duced the deficit by 80 percent. We had a
historic drop in the welfare rolls. We had
huge drops in the crime rate. You have places
in inner cities and isolated rural areas that
are beginning to see a renaissance of growth
and development again where there hasn't
been any in a very long time.

Now, this balanced budget agreement not
only gives us the first balanced budget since
1969, when President Johnson presented his
last budget before leaving office, it also gives
us the largest increase in health investment
since Medicaid in 1965, which will be used
primarily but not exclusively to provide
health insurance for about 5 million children
that don’t have it now. It provides the largest
investment increase in education since 1965,
which will be used, among other things, to
make sure we reach our goal of hooking up
all the classrooms and the libraries to the
Internet by the year 2000, adding large num-
bers of children to the Head Start rolls, put-
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ting another 100,000 work-study positions in
for college students, and doing a number of
things that will help make our schools better.
And finally, of course, we passed the tax por-
tions of the bill, which among other things—
and | think most importantly—essentially
opened the doors of college education to all
Americans who are willing to work for it, so
that we can now say to a child struggling in
a family, maybe having a hard time making
ends meet, “If you stay in school, if you make
decent grades, and if you'll work for it, you
can go to college. You'll either get a Pell
grant or a work-study position or get a tax
credit that will send you to college. You do
not have to worry about that anymore.”

So that’s all very encouraging. But what
I think is important is that we recognize
we're living in a very dynamic time, and we
have to keep pushing. I'm glad we have 13
million new jobs. I'm glad the unemployment
rate is the lowest in 24 years. I'm glad the
inflation rate is the lowest in 30 years. I'm
glad that consumer confidence and business
investment are at record highs. I'm glad
about all of that. But it is not enough. I'm
glad the crime rate has dropped, but it’s still
too high. And under our welfare reform law,
we have to move even more people from wel-
fare to work in order to meet the require-
ments of the law and avoid hurting any chil-
dren, which we don’t want to do.

So we have a lot more to do. And today
| talked to the students at American Univer-
sity—I'll just say very briefly—about the
things we’re going to try to do just between
now and the first of the year. First, we have
to pass appropriation bills which implement
the budget. | think it's very important that
you understand the balanced budget agree-
ment is a 5-year budget plan that enacted
the tax cuts and the budget numbers for
Medicare and Medicaid and the other so-
called entitlements. But for education, trans-
portation, everything else, we have to pass
a budget bill every year for those things that
is faithful to that agreement. So that’s the
first thing we have to do.

And in that agreement, in education,
which is terribly important to me, we're also
fighting a little battle underneath the screen
which I hope has become more public in the
last few days, to try to preserve the ability
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of the Department of Education to contract
with a bipartisan group established by Con-
gress to develop examinations in reading and
mathematics for fourth and eighth graders
so that we’ll have national standards for the
first time that will apply to all of our children.

The tests are voluntary, and they are not
designed to be used for any reason to punish
the kids but just to see whether our children
are learning to read by the fourth grade and
whether they know the math they need to
know by the eighth grade. We’re the only
major country in the world that doesn’t have
national academic standards tied to inter-
national norms. To pretend that English is
somehow different in Montana than it is in
Maine, or that math is somehow different in
Washington—Northwest Washington—than
itis in southern Florida is pure folly.

And | am immensely gratified that a sig-
nificant number of States, 15 big cities, 6 of
the 7 largest big-city school districts in the
country have said, “We would like to partici-
pate in this. We're not afraid. We want to
know where we are and how we can do bet-
ter.” That will be a big fight.

Then we're trying to pass a juvenile justice
bill that will help to deal with what I consider
to be the biggest threat to our civil society
on the crime front, which is that crime had
been going up dramatically among—most
dramatically among people under 18. Now
it's leveled off in the last couple of years,
and we hope it's going down. But we still
have a lot to do to keep our kids out of gangs,
off drugs, away from guns, in school, living
positive lives.

And | just want to point out, since Mr.
Grossman and Mr. Solomont are from Mas-
sachusetts and they’re very proud of it, that
our juvenile justice bill is modeled in large
measure on the program that has been oper-
ating in Boston, where it has been about 2
years now—2 full years—since any person
under the age of 18 has been killed by violent
guns. That's an amazing thing. And so we
can do this, but it's very important.

The third thing we’re going to try to do
is to make sure that | get the authority that
Presidents have been given since the 1970’s
to negotiate trade agreements, comprehen-
sive trade agreements that can be presented
to Congress for an up-or-down vote. That’s
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very controversial now, | think because some
people have ambivalent feelings about the
trade agreements we signed with Canada and
Mexico. | think the evidence is pretty com-
pelling in the positive side there, but the
main thing we have to understand is that this
fast-track authority I'm seeking has nothing
to do with that.

The question is, are we going to continue
to lead the world to open up markets for
American products worldwide? Are we going
to continue to lead the world in targeting spe-
cific sectors of the economy where we have
a particular advantage, like telecommuni-
cations? Are we going to continue to lead
the world toward freedom and open markets
by reaching out our hand to our neighbors
to the south of us, like Chile and Argentina
and Brazil, where 70 percent of the increase
in America’s trade in the last year has come
from our neighbors in this hemisphere and
to the south? And I do not believe that we
dare walk away from that world leadership.

We negotiated over 200 trade agreements
since I've been President. About 25 percent
of our growth, of those 13 million jobs, has
come directly because of the expansion of
American trade. We can compete with any-
body, and if | have anything to say about it,
that’s exactly what we're going to do, because
America’s national interest requires that we
continue to lead the way.

Now, two or three other things | want to
mention. The McCain-Feingold campaign fi-
nance reform bill will be up, and if it passes,
it means all of you can still be here. [Laugh-
ter] But it would set a lid on contributions
of about $20,000, I think. It would have other
restrictions. And combined with our efforts
to get free or reduced air time for candidates,
it could really dramatically change the way
politics works.

Now, every year I've been President we've
had a campaign finance bill up in the Con-
gress that was a good bill. And every year
I've supported it, and every year it’s died be-
cause of a filibuster in the Senate. And the
people who don't like it promise that’s what’s
going to happen this time. All | can say is,
this time everybody in America will know
about it for a change, and that's something
to be said for that.
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So | hope those of you—I personally don’t
believe it's a bad thing for people to contrib-
ute to their political parties. Even when our
friends in the Republican Party get contribu-
tions from people that agree with them, |
think that’s a good thing. What is a bad thing
is that the campaigns cost so much today that
the restrictions and the rules set up in 1974
have been totally overwhelmed by the sheer
cost of campaigns. And you know most of
it is in communications costs, in television,
in radio, in direct mail, and anything else.
We have a chance to change that now, and
I’'m going to do my best to do it.

And finally, on the domestic front, a big
global issue is this issue of climate change.
I am convinced that the climate is changing.
I am convinced that the industrialized world,
now aided by the developing world, has put
so many greenhouse gases into the atmos-
phere that the climate is warming. It is lead-
ing to more extreme climatic events all across
America. Most of you, wherever you're from,
can think of a more disruptive pattern of cli-
mate. A man told me just last week that he
was leaving the place where he had lived for
the last decade because the climate had
changed so dramatically it was not at all like
what it was when he moved there 10 years
ago.

I say this to make this point: The countries
of the world recognize that they need to re-
duce the greenhouse gases they're putting
into the atmosphere. But it’s kind of like two
people standing in an airplane with their
parachutes on; everybody wants the other
person to go first. Nobody wants to jump un-
less everybody does. And there’s always going
to be a reason not to do it. But the truth
is that we are committed, all of us, including
the United States, to embracing in Japan this
December a goal of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions significantly by early in the next
century. And we have to find a way to do
it that still permits the economy to grow.

Now, we know that right now, if we all
just change behavior, with available tech-
nology, with no cost, we can reduce it by
20 percent—right now, with available tech-
nology, at no cost. You cannot make me be-
lieve that we can’t find a way to do this and
still grow the American economy. And | have
invested too much time and effort to create
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those 13 million jobs to see them all go away,
but neither am | prepared to say that my
grandchildren will live in a world that’s hard-
ly fit to live in because we couldn’t take care
of the environment that God gave us. And
I refuse to believe that we have to make the
choice. We don’t. We're going to do this.
We're going to do it right, and we're all going
to do it together. But it's going to be a hard
fight, and I'd like to ask for your support.

Finally, let me say, in terms of what we're
going to try to get done between now and
the first of the year: The Secretary of State
is in the Middle East today. We are working
very hard in Bosnia. The situation with re-
gard to peace in Northern Ireland is better
than it has been in a very long time, and
we are hopeful and work very hard there.
I think that you can see that the involvement
of the United States is critical. And | intend
to maintain it, and | intend to see that we
prevail wherever we possibly can.

And the last point I wish to make is this:
I’m going to try to step up over the next few
weeks my public involvement in this racial
dialog that I called for at San Diego State
University—the University of California at
San Diego, excuse me—not very long ago.
I strongly believe that the diversity in this
country is a godsend for the 21st century,
with the global society. If you want one exam-
ple, Congress became acquainted with the
fact that there were seven economies in Afri-
ca that grew at greater than 7 percent last
year. So we had no trouble getting Repub-
licans, as well as Democrats to support the
Africa trade initiative we put together, be-
cause it wasn't about black and white, it was
about green. [Laughter]

And | don’t say that—that'’s not a criticism
of the Republicans. | am very grateful—I am
very grateful for the bipartisan support we
had. And I think that—if you look at the fact,
where else could you go—I went to the
American University, there's people from
140 different national groups there. In a
global society, that is a godsend. But very
few people have taken the time to think
about what are the problems we've got that
are still unresolved. How can we expect to
do without racial problems if everybody
doesn't have an economic opportunity and
an education opportunity? And what will it
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be like when there is no majority race in Cali-
fornia, our biggest State? We'll know within
a decade. What will it be like when there
is no majority race in the entire country?
We'll know within three or four decades.

Now is the time to think about this. Now
is the time to prepare for it. Why? We're
living today without a cold war, in part be-
cause people in John Kennedy’s time imag-
ined that there would be a time when there
would be no cold war. They never lived to
see it, most of them. Only a few are still
around who in the beginning of the cold war
imagined that it would come to an end. But
their imagination made all the difference.
And how we imagine the 21st century and
then go about giving meaning and reality to
our imagination will make all the difference.

That's really why you're here. That's really
what we're going to try to do with your in-
vestment. And that’s what | think will make
the biggest difference to our people.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. in the
Crystal Room at the Sheraton Carlton Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to Steve Grossman, na-
tional chair, and Alan D. Solomont, national fi-
nance chair, Democratic National Committee;
Mr. Grossman’s wife, Barbara; and C. Thomas
Hendrickson, chair, Democratic Business Coun-
cil.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner

September 9, 1997

First of all, thank you, Steve, and thank
you, Alan, and thank you, ladies and gentle-
men, for being here. This is meant to be
more of a conversation than a speech, and
I want it to be so; I'll be quite brief.

We have had a very good year as a nation,
and we've had a good year here in Washing-
ton. And it was capped by the passage of what
I think is an excellent balanced budget agree-
ment, not only because it does bring the
budget into balance for the first time since
1969, which is a long time to wait, and there-
fore changes the whole dynamic of what we
talk about here in Washington—we Demo-
crats have been literally paralyzed for years
and years and years in the efforts to do what
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a lot of what we thought ought to be done
because everything was seen through the
prism of the deficit; not so anymore—but
also because this agreement has some re-
markable positive things about it, including
the biggest investment in health care since
1965, most of which will go to insure 5 mil-
lion children who don’t have health insurance
now; biggest investment in education since
1965, which will go to put more children in
Head Start, to put computers in our schools
and to hook them all up, all the classrooms
and the libraries, to the Internet by the year
2000; and has the biggest increase in help
for people to go to college since the Gl bill
was passed 50 years ago. And that’s just part
of what's in this budget. It's a very fine budg-
et.

But today | went to American University
to talk a little bit about what we’re going to
try to do between now and the end of the
year. It's all very well to say, “Well, we've
got 13 million more jobs, and we've got crime
coming down and welfare rolls dropping and
a lot of the poorest neighborhoods in the
country are beginning to be revitalized.” But
the truth is there is still a lot to be done,
and we have a very busy agenda.

And you may not want to talk about it to-
night, but let me just go through a list of
some of the things that still have to be done.
Number one: This balanced budget agree-
ment has to be implemented. The balanced
budget plan which was passed which I signed
is a 5-year budget plan. It funds Medicare
and Medicaid and all the other so-called enti-
tlement programs and has the tax cuts in it.
But anything that requires an annual appro-
priation, like education or transportation, we
have to actually pass a bill every year, includ-
ing this year, to make that budget agreement
real.

So Steve talked about the national stand-
ards today—we are having quite a little vigor-
ous debate in Washington about whether we
ought to have national standards and whether
there should be a test to measure whether
every fourth grader can read and every
eighth grader can do math. I think it's a mir-
acle we've done as well as we have without
doing it since we're the only major country
in the world that doesn’t have both kinds of
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standards. And | hope we will have, and |
intend to fight hard for it.

Secondly, we're going to try to pass the
juvenile justice bill that will help to keep
more of our kids out of gangs, off drugs, and
away from guns. And it’s very important.

We're going to try to prevail for the fifth
time in 5 years, but this time | think we've
got a better chance and more visibility than
ever before, with campaign finance legisla-
tion. | supported the bill every year for the
last 5 years, and every year for the last 4 years
the campaign finance reform legislation has
been killed by a Senate filibuster. And as you
know, it only takes 41 Senators to do it, and
the people that did it before say they’re going
to do it again, even though some of their folks
are no longer in the Senate. They may do,
but this time we’'ll have at least the glare of
day on it.

We are going to seek, starting tomorrow,
in a very public way the authority that has
been given to Presidents since the 1970’s to
negotiate comprehensive trade agreements.
And this will be somewhat controversial,
mostly because of people | think looking
backward and thinking that the past trade
agreements haven't been so great. But here
are the facts: We've negotiated over 200
trade agreements since I've been President.
We're now the number one exporter in the
world; 70 percent of our export growth has
come from our own hemisphere and from
Latin America. And we estimate that about
25 percent of the 13 million jobs we've got
have come because of the expanded trade
we've done. And | think we ought to do more
of it.

Latin America will grow, Asia will grow
quicker than the global economy. We are 5
percent of the world’s population. We have
20 percent of the world’s wealth. If we want
to keep it we've got to sell to the other 95
percent. It's not complicated.

And so | hope that we will prevail in mak-
ing that argument, because I'm convinced
that more than money is at stake. Our world
leadership in supporting democracy and
open markets and a future, where people
work together and work out their problems
instead of fight them out, is very much at
stake in this debate over the President’s role
in world trade.
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Finally, we will have a major effort later
in the year to reach consensus in our coun-
try—and it’s going to be difficult to do—on
a commitment that | need to make in De-
cember about how much we will reduce our
greenhouse gas emissions by early in the next
century.

I am convinced the problem of climate
change is real. I know the American people
have not fully focused on it yet, but literally,
the overwhelming majority of scientists who
have studied this problem say that our envi-
ronment is changing dramatically because of
the volume of greenhouse gases that we're
putting into it. And it's fixing to get worse
if we don’t do something about it because
all these developing countries—most impor-
tantly China, which is the biggest one—are
getting rich the same way we did. That is
by burning fuels which put great stress on
the atmosphere. We have got to turn this
around.

And the United States cannot be dragged
kicking and screaming into this. And | be-
lieve—I don't believe; | know—we can find
a way to do it and grow the economy. This
will be very controversial. And | hope that
I can get a lot of support from the business
people in this country and from labor organi-
zations and from others who realize that we
have to pass along to our children and our
grandchildren an environment in which they
can live, or all the economic growth in the
world won't amount to a hill of beans if peo-
ple can’t breath and enjoy their lives and feel
that we're in a balanced environment. So
that’s a big issue.

Meanwhile, the Secretary of State is in the
Middle East; we are struggling to make some
progress in Bosnia; things look better in
Northern Ireland than they have in a good
long while; and the Chinese President is
coming here before the end of the year; and
I’'m going to Latin America; and the country
is in good shape. We're moving in the right
direction. And those of you who have sup-
ported me made it possible. And for that I
am very grateful. But | ask you to keep the
energy behind our efforts. We've got to keep
going. We've got to keep moving forward.
We can't rest. And there’s a lot more to do.

Thank you very much.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 9:45 p.m. in the
Chandelier Room at the Sheraton Carlton Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to President Jiang
Zemin of China.

Remarks Supporting Renewal of
Fast-Track Trading Authority
September 10, 1997

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President,
members of the administration. Mr. Lang,
thank you for coming all the way from lowa.
And Susan, thank you for coming all the way
from California; all else fails, you can give
speaking lessons. [Laughter]

I also would like to thank the Members
of Congress who have come. | see Senator
Moynihan and Senator Baucus and a signifi-
cant delegation from the House, including
Congressmen Matsui and Fazio who have
often been on the forefront of our trade is-
sues. It's nice to see former Chairman Gib-
bons out there and former Congressmen
Carr and Anthony. There may be—and
former Congressman, our Ambassador to
Mexico, Jim Jones. There are a lot of other
former Members perhaps here, but | appre-
ciate all of you being here to support this
endeavor today.

These stories that we have heard, one from
a farmer, one from a high-tech small-busi-
ness person, make it clear that as we ap-
proach a new century and a new millennium,
we live in a time of profound change and
immense possibility. We have worked, as the
Vice President said, to take our Nation and
to lead the world to the edge of this new
era in this new economy, to build on a strat-
egy of eliminating the deficit, increasing in-
vestments in our people, and expanding our
exports, and to do it in a way that would bol-
ster America’s world leadership for peace
and freedom and prosperity around the
world.

It is true that we have made significant
progress with the balanced budget agree-
ment in completing the business of balancing
the budget, in making education our genuine
top priority, and investing in our people. And
it is a good thing that we are moving forward.
But we must also recognize that for all the
dramatic expansion of trade in the last 4%2
years, for all the expansion in our economic

Sept. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

opportunities and the enhancement of our
world leadership, the world markets are
changing so rapidly and growing so quickly,
there, too, we must take new action to move
forward.

I'm asking the Congress to renew the
President’s traditional authority to negotiate
trade deals, to open more American markets
for goods and services from our country, and
to restore the partnership between the Con-
gress and the President in the trade arena
necessary to keep 